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Family Advent Wreath Workshop 

Sunday, December 2, following worship 
 

Live Nativity 

Friday & Saturday—December 7-8, 14-15 

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (Sign up on bulletin board in S.S. hall) 
 

Church-wide Christmas Breakfast 

Sunday, December 16—8:30-9:30 a.m..  

(Prepared by our Men’s S.S. Class) 

Enjoy eggs, biscuits and gravy, tater tots and baked apples. 
Breakfast is free of charge, but donations to the church are 

welcomed. 
 

Children’s Christmas Musical and Church-wide Party 

Christmas on Main Street 

Presented by our Children’s Choirs 

Sunday, December 16—6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Followed by our annual church-wide Christmas party 

Christmas Cantata 

A Thrill of Hope 

Presented by our Sanctuary Choir 

Sunday, December 23—11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Christmas Caroling 

December 9—2:00 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir singing at St. Francis 
Hospital (others are welcomed to join the choir) 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service—Celebrate with   
stories, songs, and scripture and candle lighting. 

7:00 p.m. Traditional, formal worship with lessons, carols 
and Holy Communion and candle lighting. 

 

“Be the Church” Sunday 

December 30—11:00 a.m. 

Please bring canned foods for the Gathering Ground  ministry. 

Worship in the Sanctuary then adjourn to the Fellowship Hall 
for a light lunch. 

Upcoming Advent & Christmas Season Events 

Dear Church Family,  
This Advent season, as we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus once again, it is my hope that we journey 

together with a prayer for the renewal of hope, peace, joy, love and light in our hearts.  This is a time to refresh our commit-
ments to love God and to love one another, the greatest commandments we have been given.  As we prepare and as we cele-
brate together, may God fill us with the desire to reach out with the love that we were given so long ago in Bethlehem with the 
birth of a Savior.  In a time of hurried preparation, may we wait in expectation and wonder for the true reason for this celebra-
tion, the birth of a Savior in Bethlehem, so long ago.   
 Below is a prayer I would like to share with you as we enter into this special time of year.  May Advent be a blessing to 
you and your loved ones, anticipating with hope, peace, joy and love the coming of the Christ Child.                     ~Mary 
 

Our God of Advent, 
 

In the midst of our preparations for Christmas—the tree, the decorations, the parties, the gifts—we are pressed to do it 
all before that deadline, December the twenty-fifth. 

And while our preparations are hectic, we delight in the activity and color and sounds, for they distract us from the com-
mon time and remind us that some things about life are extraordinary:  like the wonder of children’s imaginations; the anticipat-
ed joy of surprises—received and given; the reliving of the seasons in our lives, ever the same, ever changing; remembering good 
friends and family who have left us; and rejoicing in new friends and new family—through the bond of vows or the miracle of 
newborn life. 

But in the midst of our Advent preparations, O God, give us longing hearts as reminders of the deeper mysteries of this 
season:  the anticipation of the coming Child King who delivers us from the bondage of both law and sin and redeems through the 
power of humility and submission, who brings the knowledge of God into our hearts through the fit of his love, for it is in his royal 
name we pray.   
 

Amen. 
Written by Israel Galindo, Let Us Pray: Judson Press, 1999. 



Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Bible Study (in the Fellowship Hall) 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
 8:00 Hand bells 

 

Children’s Choirs meet from 6:15—7:00 p.m. The age divisions 
will be as following: 
  

  Littlest Angels:   Ages 2-3 
  Leader:  Krista Manuel 
 

  Cherubs:   Ages 4-1st Grade 
  Leaders: Crystal Breedlove, Jennifer  
  Blankenship 
  

  Choral Kids:  Grades 2-5 
  Leaders: Laura Easton, Chris Schardt,  
  Jeanie Billings 
 
Our Choral Kids are working on their Christmas musical, 
“Christmas on Main Street.”  Your 2-5th grade students are still 
welcomed to join us. 
 

Children’s Mission Groups  meet at 7:00 p.m.  These groups are 
a great way for children to get engaged in ministry both locally, 
and around the world.  Our children’s mission groups participate 
in projects monthly, and help bring awareness of local needs to 
our congregation.  
  

   
  Mission Friends:  Ages 3-Kindergarten 
  Leaders: Rochelle & Pete Zangardi 
 

  Children in Action (CIA):  Grades 1-5 
  Leaders:  Christie Hamlett, Betsy Harrell 

Children’s Ministry  
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 Wednesday Nights 

Dinner Menu for December 

December 5:        Adults: BBQ Chicken, Green Beans, Au Gratin         
                                Potatoes  
  Chili                 Assorted Desserts 
           Children: Hot Dogs and Chips 
 
December 12: Adults: BBQ Ribs, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans 
  Potato Soup  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Burgers and Chips 
 
December 19:  Beef Pot Roast, Glazed Carrots, Parsley  
                                Potatoes 
                                Vegetable Soup  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: BLT and Chips 
 
December 26:  NO MEAL  

The Children and Family Ministry of Tomahawk is alive and well this month!  On December 2nd we will be having an Advent 
Wreath Workshop right after church.  Families will have the opportunity to make and take advent wreaths home with them, 
along with a Family Devotional Guide booklet, to help celebrate this year’s Advent season at home.  I invite you to pick up a 
booklet, even if you cannot attend the workshop, to help build your family season of advent together at home.  If you would 
like one, please see me!!  It is my hope that each family would have this resource to use in their homes this Christmas season.  
On December 16th, the children will be presenting their annual Christmas musical, followed by their annual Christmas party, 
so please make plans to be a part of this special holiday tradition!  On Christmas Eve, we will be having a special Family ser-
vice at 5:00pm where children and families are invited to participate in a special worship service designed just for them.  
Then we will have a Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service at 7:00pm.  Please plan to join us for one or both of these 
services! 
 

For most of us, this is the most wonderful time of the year…that time when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ.  It is a beautiful time of year filled with hope, joy, peace and love.  A time of twinkling lights, delicious food and 
time to celebrate those relationships we hold dear to our hearts with families and friends.  However, I 
hope we will remember that it is not a time of joy for everyone, and for some, this season brings sad-
ness, pain and memories of those loved ones not with us for a variety of reasons, from serving in the 
military to those who have lost loved ones this past year.  For them, it is a reminder that a part of 
their family is no longer present.  It is my prayer that we remember to uphold and encourage those in 
our midst who may be struggling this season, and extend an extra helping of love and hope to those 
who need it most.  I am grateful to be a part of the Tomahawk family, and I look forward to celebrat-
ing this most important season in our faith journey together.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
In Christ, 
Krista 
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From Your Associate Pastor 

I spend a good amount of time on facebook; probably more than I should, but that’s something for another time.   
Inevitably, as December approaches each year, I’ve come to expect my newsfeed to be filled by some of my Christian friends 
who are angry that store clerks are saying “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry Christmas.”  Or they’re upset that the Nativity 
scene in front of the courthouse isn’t being put up.  And of course, there are plenty of posts encouraging us to “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” and reminding us that “Jesus is the reason for the Season.”  While these statements are true, I think that some-
times we who are followers of Christ are the ones most in need of the reminder.  It’s so easy for us to fall into the trap of ex-
pecting non-believers to celebrate Christmas in a Christian way.  Instead of getting angry and upset when they don’t meet 
our expectations, perhaps there’s a better, more Christian way we could approach this.    

I’d like to suggest that the best way for us to “keep Christ in Christmas” is for our celebrations (individually, in our 
families, and as a church) to be as thoroughly Christian as possible – for the things we do during this season to clearly point 
to the Word who became flesh and dwells among us.  What would it look like if each of us evaluated the things we do during 
Advent and Christmas with the question: “To whom or to what is this pointing?”  Am I spending more time worshipping or 
shopping?  Am I more focused on decorating my house or preparing my heart?  Am I more concerned with what I will receive 
or with what I can give for those who are most in need?  Please don’t think I’m suggesting that we not give gifts to our loved 
ones and not put up our Christmas trees.  But I do think that if our celebration as Christians looks just like that of the society 
around us, then we are the ones who are failing to point people to Christ, not the teller at the bank or the checker at Target 
who wishes us a friendly “Happy Holidays.”   

On Sunday, we will begin the season of Advent.  Advent is the beginning of the Church year and a time of eager antic-
ipation as we prepare to welcome the Christ child once again into the world and into our hearts.  It is a time to reflect on our 
individual and collective spiritual journeys – to celebrate God’s presence with us and to identify the roadblocks that are still 
preventing us from experiencing that presence in all its fullness.  In the midst of the shopping, the parties, and the busy-ness 
around us, may we offer to the world a different way.  More than ever, may our lives point others to Immanuel, God with us. 

 
In hope, peace, joy, and love,  
Thomas  

Be a Part 

Live Nativity  

Our live nativity will be presented on 

4 nights. , December 7-8 and 14-15. 

We need 2 of each character per 

night.  (Mary, Joseph, 2 angels, 3 

shepherds and 3 wise men) 

You can sign up on the bulletin 

board in the Sunday School hall-

way. See Rob Robertson for more 

details. 



Reminders from the Church Office… 

 The church office will be closed  Tuesday, December 
25—Friday, December  28. 

 Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00am—2:30pm  

 Please sign up for Wednesday Night Dinner by Mon-
day afternoon.  Call the church office:  744-2044 

 Please have any submissions for the monthly news-
letter into the office by the 15th of the month prior to 
publication.   

 If you have an email address 
that we can use to contact 
you, please submit it to the 
church office.  

 We are currently updating 
personal information. Please 
be sure we have your correct 
address, phone number, etc. 

 THANK YOU! ~Jeanette 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Sermon’s for December 

December 2:  A Baby Changes Everything 

December 9: The Messiah Brings Us Comfort       
  and Peace 

December 16:  Finding Your Joy Again 

December 23: Christmas Cantata 

December 30:  A Promise Fulfilled 
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As we wrap up 2012 and celebrate Christmas, I am reminded once again of “the Story”.  Of course, the “Christmas Story” is in 
the forefront of everyone’s minds during this time.  Walking around our wonderful church it is easy to see the scenes from 
that story as we enjoy the beautiful nativity sets on display.  For me, they have deep meaning.  Ever since I was a kid, I al-
ways enjoyed the tradition of putting out the nativity set.  I’m so thankful for those memories of placing the figures around 
the manger, even if they shared some of the stable with G.I. Joe or a Transformer.  Nativity sets have always been special for 
me and my family.  Even to this day, one of my favorite things to do during Advent is putting out the nativity set.  It is a visual 
reminder of the Story.  More than a creative piece of art or handmade figurines or even plastic representations of the charac-
ters, these nativity sets should allow us time to pause and reflect on that part of the Story.  For me, reflecting on the Nativity 
has become a moment of worship.   

May we all worship together as we celebrate the Christmas Story.  May we sing with the Angels, stand at awe with the Shep-
herds, rejoice with Mary and Joseph, and bring our best as the Wise Men did.  Truth is, just as the characters in the Nativity 
had a very influential part of the story, so do we.   

Your part in the Story of God is significant and throughout this past year many pages have been turned, new chapters writ-
ten, and the story continues to unfold.  This season remember the “characters” in the nativity story.  Joseph, Mary, the An-
gels, the Shepherds, the Wise Men, and of course Jesus…they all had a crucial part in the story, more than figurines placed 
around a small wooden scene.  May the reality of the Christmas story prompt us to respond with reflection, emotion, and 
heartfelt worship.    

And as we reflect on the Christmas Story, let’s not forget some pages of the TBC Youth Group story coming up this month… 

Flag Football Game (tentative), Sunday, December 9th, 5:30 to 7:30. 
Christmas Party, Sunday, December 23 
Community Missions, Wednesday, December 19, 6:00 to 8:00. 

So, if there were a nativity character based on your part of the story, what would it look like?  Let us praise God for the 
Christmas Story and inviting us to join in it! 

       — John Mark 

From Your Youth Pastor 

Tomahawk on the Web 

In addition to our website, Tomahawk has a new facebook 
page!   You can find it at https://www.facebook.com/
TomahawkBaptistChurch.  It is an extension of our online presence 
and a way to connect and keep up with what’s going on during the 
week.  Please check it out and don’t forget to ‘like’ it so you can get 
updates from Tomahawk in your newsfeed! 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Rucker Barden 
Breedlove Family 
Donna Bright 
Earl Cheatham 
Willis & Sue Connell 
E. B. Davis 
Kevin Grimsley & Family 
Ed Hamlett 
June Hixson 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Lois Parsons 
Crystal Rosse 
Tommy Skinner 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 

Serving in the Military 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Belvoire, VA 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq  
Kenny Tarrant  
Jacob Robertson – Ft. Bragg 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if you 
need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

Amy Dixon—717-9990 
Bryan McCarter—477-3747 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Our yarn workers have generated 
much enthusiasm in the group and they 
continue to meet every Monday . The 
meeting time will be 10:30 -12:30 EX-

CEPT on the Mondays that the Guys and Dolls meet.  We will 
keep the time at 9:30 to 10:30 on those Mondays.  The 
Thursday evening group is no longer meeting. 

Many have asked how they can help with supplies. We have 
posted guidelines on the Guys and Dolls bulletin board. 
There are specifics on yarn types and colors. Gift cards to 
purchase yarn are also welcome and appreciated. See Sher-
ry Graves with any questions.   
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Facts & Figures as of November 25 

Offering   $5,603.00    Received to Date    $355,067.44 
Weekly   $8,208.27        Required to Date    $393,996.69 
Budget     $426,830.10     
 
S.S. Attendance  106         Worship Service  179 

Inclement Weather Policy 

As winter and inclement weather approach, the safety 
of our congregation is our priority.  In the event of inclement 
weather, we will place announcements about service cancella-
tions on the website, church voice mail, Facebook, and on Chan-
nel 12.   

Save the Date 

Life Line Screening will be here at Tomahawk on  
Tuesday, February 26, 2013.  

Guys and Dolls 

Our December meeting is one we 
always look forward to because it 
will be at Astra’s home. The date is 
December 7, 2012, at 12 noon. Eve-
ryone is to bring a “neutral” gift of 
no more than $10. Come and enjoy 
this “Christmasy” occasion. Sign up 
on our bulletin board or call the church office. 

 

NOTE: We are continuing indefinitely, our clothes drive for 
the “Gathering Grounds Ministry”. Leave your “gently used” 
clothes in the  hall near the office and our seniors will take 
care of them.  

Poinsettias 

The traditional flower of Christmas, with the Christmas star 
at it’s center.  

It’s not too late to order your poinsettia.  Would you like to 
remember or honor someone special? This is a wonderful 
way to do it and add extra beauty to our sanctuary for 
Christmas. They will be placed in the 
church Sunday December 23. Poinsettias 
are $10 each and your choice of red or 
white.  Place your completed form and 
payment in the offering plate on Decem-
ber 2.  Call the church office for more 
details.  
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 
 

Mary Richerson Mann, Senior Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

John Mark Skammer, Minister to Youth 

Susanna Carson  Interim Music Director 

Krista Manuel, Ministry Intern to Children and Families 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

December 2012  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Hanging of the Greens 

Advent Wreath  Workshop 

Youth GROUP 6:00 p.m. 

3 

Prayer Shawls 10:30 a.m. 

Ministry Council  

7:00 p.m. 

4 5 

Wednesday Activities 

6 7 Guys & Dolls 

Christmas Party 

12:00 

Live Nativity 6:00—

8:00 p.m. 

8 

 

Live Nativity 6:00—

8:00 p.m. 

9 

Caroling at St. Francis 

2:00 

Youth GROUP 6:00 p.m. 

10 

Prayer Shawls 10:30 a.m. 

11 

Deacon Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

12 

Wednesday Activities 

13 14 

Live Nativity 6:00—

8:00 p.m. 

15 

Live Nativity 6:00—

8:00 p.m. 

16 Church-wide    

Breakfast 8:30 a.m. 

Children’s Musical        

6:00 p.m. 

Church-wide Christmas 

Party 7:00 p.m. 

17 

Prayer Shawls 10:30 a.m. 

18 19 

Wednesday Activities 

20 21 22 

23 Christmas Cantata  

11a.m. 

Youth Christmas Party  

24 Family Christmas Eve 

Service  5:00 p.m. 

Traditional Christmas Eve 

Service 7:00 p.m. 

25 26 

No Activities 

27 28 29 

30 

Be the Church 

31      


